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     The new year may be well 
underway, however, the high 
levels of violence and crimes 
in Atlanta still linger from the 
previous year. It is believed that 
ever since June when the Atlanta 
police department chief resigned, 
violent crimes in the city began to 
rise. “While overall crime is down 
across the city, unfortunately, like 
several other major cities across 
the nation, Atlanta is experienc-
ing an uptick in violent crime,” a 
spokesperson said.
     The uptick in crime was seen 
nationally due to the social unrest 
during the spring and summer 
months. In Atlanta however, it 
was extremely evident with around 
130 homicides by November. 
Homicides in Atlanta were up 48 
percent over last year, according 
to the city’s statistics.
     In a statement made by Mayor 
Bottoms, she addressed the rise 
in crime saying, “The spike in 
violent crime in Atlanta and across 
the country must be addressed by 
immediate and long term action.”  
On Dec. 30 she introduced One 
Atlanta, an immediate action plan 

Violent crimes in Atlanta break recent records
By: Adli Acevedo, class of 2021

that should help address the violent 
crime in the city.
     The plan includes things such 
as expanding enforcement, new 
training academies and targeted 
enforcement on gangs and gun 
violence. City councilman Dustin 
Hillis went as far as to say, “There 
is more to come as far as I’m 

concerned,” showing the city’s 
commitment to stopping the rise 
in crime. 
     Another step the city is taking 
is altering their “no-chase” policy. 
The policy, which went into effect 
on December thirtieth states, an 
officer can only engage in pursuit 
when they believe the fleeing sus-

pect has committed or attempted 
to commit a forcible felony.
     Crime continues to be a problem 
during the new year and it is clear 
that the city has seen the problem, 
however will the strategies they 
have implemented be enough to 
stop the record breaking numbers? 
Only time will tell.
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     In trying times such as these, it is 
important to try to help each other 
especially within our community 
with small businesses. Here alone, 
many students are beginning paths 
to entrepreneurship creating many 
products and services to sell to 
others.
     Declan Coffey, a senior, sells 
customized clothes such as hood-
ies, jeans, and shoes using air-
brush, dye, and different sewing 
techniques. He explains, “I started 
(creating my own clothes) because 
I couldn’t find clothing I wanted 
to wear, so I started making my 
own. I got better slowly and I’m 
still working on improving. My 
favorite part would have to be the 
creative side of clothing. There’s 
an endless possibility and I get to 

express myself.”  He advises those 
wanting to start their own business 
that advertising is a big part of 
moving your business forward and 
encourages them to do what they 
love and not let anyone stop them 
from what they want to achieve.
     Another senior, Steven, makes 
homemade “birria tacos” which 
he packages and delivers to his 
clients. He enjoys having the 
business help him to talk to lots 
of new people he never had the 
courage to speak to before. Steven 
also says he wishes someone had 
told him that running a business 
was, “going to have many ups and 
downs, and you’ll have dreams 
and ambitions and sacrifices you’ll 
have to make in order to make your 
business be maximum successful.” 

He ends by saying, “you must be 
ready to accept that when going 
into starting a business seriously.” 
He encourages those wanting to 
start a business to not be scared to 
ask for peers or friends’ opinions to 
help in guiding you into the most 
successful direction.
     One of the struggles for Ste-
ven personally is learning how to 
handle running his business along 
with school and his part time job 
at Walmart. To manage this, he 
adds on saying, “I think the most 
efficient way to balance (every-
thing) is to know my priorities 
and limits and realize that I’m 17 
and school will always come first 
for me” even though it means that 
sometimes he has to put a stop to 
the cooking. 

     Another student, Symia’ Brown, 
who is currently a junior, thinks 
similarly saying that while she 
enjoys building her brand as a 
makeup artist, school will always 
be her main focus, but she is still 
glad she gets to meet new people 
through her business. However, 
her recommendation to those pur-
suing starting their own business 
would be to make sure to plan 
and schedule appropriately and to 
create policies for your custom-
ers in order to create appropriate 
boundaries.
     All of these students demon-
strate several of the necessary 
qualities needed to effectively run 
a business independently, which 
has helped bring them their much 
deserved success.

Students manage running small businesses
By: Dahiana Rodriguez, class of 2021

 photo courtesy of fox5atlanta.com
As violent crimes rise in Atlanta, scenes such as this one have become far too familiar for residents in 
and around the city.

photo courtesy of Steven

Steven makes traditional Birria 
Tacos. He can be contacted 
through Snapchat @steve.nn or 
Instagram @envy.steven.

photo courtesy of Symia
Symia models a makeup look. 
To contact her and receive more 
information follow her on Insta-
gram @beatfacesbymiap.

photo courtesy of Declan
 The rest of Declan’s pieces can be seen and purchased of his 
Depop @exanimate or on his Instagram @irarelyprosper.
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     Teenagers struggle on a daily 
basis to find certain jobs that they 
are interested in. Teens between 
the age of 14 and 17 begin to look 
for positions of jobs from fast food 
restaurants to having their own 
car wash businesses. At the age 
of 14 and 15 is when most start 
high school and have to take on 
the responsibility of both school 
and work. It can be because their 
family needs the extra help, they 
want to have an extracurricular 
activity to put on their resume for 
college or for personal experience. 
     Many think working at the 
age of 14 and 15 is pretty young, 
while others disagree and have the 
opinion that working at such an 
early age can benefit students in 
the long run. Getting a job at this 
age teaches young adults how to 
have good social skills and how 
to manage money. On Youthfistinc 
it states, “Good work habits im-
proves time management and or-
ganizational skills and helps them 
save money. Working also gives 
teens an opportunity to establish 

contacts with adult employers that 
can serve as a future reference.” 
     Jobs for the age ranges of 14 and 
15 usually come from teens find-
ing their own opportunities. For 
example some open babysitting 
and pet sitting services. This is a 
great opportunity to begin making 
money, especially if they love pets 
and younger kids. 
     Other businesses can be car 
washes, lawn mowing, and dog 
walking. Two grocery stores hir-
ing 14 year olds in the state of 
Georgia are Publix and Kroger. 
With Kroger a work permit is 
mandatory, but with Publix it is 
not. Since teens are required to go 
to school, Publix has a job sched-
ule for 14-17 year olds that only 
last “4 hours a day and 6 days a 
week max.” Working positions at 
Publix can have a salary anywhere 
between $135-$175 weekly. At 
Kroger cashiers get paid between 
$8- $9 an hour.  Grocery stores are 
great for the younger teen workers 
especially if they are beginners in 
the work field and need a place 

Job opportunities for teens between ages of 14-17 offer advantages

to start.
     Sixteen and seventeen is the 
age when the majority of teens 
began to take into consideration 
that it is time to look for a job. 
The jobs that hire starting the age 
of 16 goes on and on, but a few 
that come to mind are restaurants 
such as Chick-Fil-A, Chili’s, Ba-
hama Breeze, McDonalds, Dairy 
Queen, and many more. Usu-
ally teens that are sixteen get paid 
anywhere between $7.50- $11 an 

hour depending on the place they 
work at. Jobs like Walmart tend to 
make somewhere near $11 an hour 
depending on the position.
      A summer job that is for stu-
dents sport related can be becom-
ing a referee at youth basketball, 
baseball or soccer games. At some 
facilities referees age 16 and up get 
paid $14 an hour depending on the 
hours they participate according 
to indeed.com. Movie theaters, 
lifeguard positions and working 

By: Kaiya Marseille, class of 2024

at an arcade like Stars and Strikes 
or Dave and Busters are also ben-
eficial to teens who do not want 
to work during school hours and 
want to try and make money in the 
summer. For example working at 
an arcade is an easy and fun job, 
most young workers there  help 
with machines, provide change/
cards and possibly call technical 
assistance for broken machines. 
These are the chosen summer 
jobs because they are the highest 
paying jobs. 
     Young labor impacts teenagers 
more than ever. Having a job gives 
them possibilities and opportuni-
ties that make them consider how 
they want to spend their lives and 
how hard work brings rewards. 
Managing money and saving is 
key to adulthood and what better 
way to start making and saving 
money in teen years. Despite it 
being challenging for students 
having to take on the responsibility 
of both school and work, it teaches 
moral lessons, so they can be more 
prepared when the time comes. 

Two teenagers interact while working together at a coffee shop.
photo courtesy of shrm.org

      The year 2020 started just like 
every other year until Covid-19 
made its debut and the world 
economy took a turn for the worst. 
Every single market, industry and 
business was affected in some way. 
Due to the pandemic all close con-
tact with others is now no longer 
an option. So many businesses 
were forced to close or reduce the 
customer experience to accom-
modate for the changes.
      For example fast food and 
restaurants had to switch to drive 
through, carry out and deliver 
only. Other businesses like movie 
theaters are no longer able to have 
the usual number of people in a 
room together so movie studios are 

delaying movies until they can fill 
them up again. 
     Many businesses were forced to 
close and lay off their employees 
due to not being able to change 
Coronavirus policies and still 
maintain safety for consumers and 
employees. “A record 3.3 million 
Americans filed for unemploy-
ment insurance during the week 
ending March 21, 2020. And, as 
businesses shut down in response 
to the pandemic and individuals 
across various industries were 
let go, that record was shattered 
the following week, when almost 
6.9 million more individuals filed 
claims.”
      After a couple months of the 

Economy of 2020 dives to disastrous levels
By: Nathan Gustave, class of 2022

stock market being in the lower 
numbers, they are starting to rise 
after businesses are beginning 
to open back up. With the gov-
ernment’s promise to distribute 
close to 100 million vaccines it is 
expected for the restrictions to be 
lifted and people will be able to 
dine in restaurants and for retail 
stores nationwide to not limit the 
number of customers at a time.
     On the other hand many people 
were upset that businesses were 
being forced to close to slow the 
spread of Covid-19. Hair salons, 
bars, clubs and other “fun” busi-
nesses were closed and many 
staged protests and walked around 
malls refusing to wear masks. 

These protests have made their 
way to the internet for others to 
see and most are refused business 
or a service for not following these 
guidelines. Some predictions for 
the coming up year are that things 
will start to get better. Members 

Tips to maintain good grades during digital learning 2nd semester
     The opportunity to stay digital 
throughout both first and second 
semester has caused some students 
to excel, while others not so much. 
If staying home was an option for 
both semesters or even one semes-
ter, having to be on a computer 
8 hours a day, 5 days a week is 
definitely challenging. With this 
new way of learning the options 
might be limited, but the best way 
moving forward is to stay focused 
and engaged. 
     Keeping up with the con-
stant work from 6 classes is hard 
enough, but doing it through Zoom 
lessons is even more struggling for 
digital learners. Some students are 
keeping their A and B status, while 
others are barely passing with 
D’s and F’s. Staying in their safe 
environment at home is a benefit, 
but grades going lower and lower 
due to not having the most efficient 
teaching is backfiring on a lot of 
students that tend to work hard. 
Putting more effort into school is 
very mandatory in person and digi-
tal, but if students are not giving 
100% throughout the day grades 

will suffer. 
     The first major rule is to get 
a good night’s rest. Staying up 
all night watching television or 
playing video games can affect 
the mind, body and soul. When 
knowing school is the next day, it 
might not be as exciting as wak-
ing up surrounded by a group of 
friends, but waking up at the right 
time will help grades stay up to par. 
     Getting a good 7 to 9 hours of 
sleep a day really affects the mind 
and determines the outcome of 
achieving grades. News.mit.edu 
backs up this statement by saying, 
“What time students go to bed and 
the consistency of their sleep hab-
its also make a big difference. And 
no, getting a good night’s sleep 
just before a big test is not good 
enough — it takes several nights 
in a row of good sleep to make a 
difference.” This claim shows that 
sleeping near 8 hours only two 
nights a week will not be effective, 
getting in the habit of good sleep 
hours will be more beneficial.
     Studying, the most common 
and simplest way to pass, is also 

the most effective. Taking time out 
of the schedule to spend 15 to 30 
minutes or even an hour going over 
every subject is the best way to 
prepare for a day of learning digital 
or for a big exam the next day.  
     No, it is not realistic to study 
on a day to day basis, but getting 
in the habit (like sleeping for 8 
hours) will make learning easier 
and more suitable for digital and in 
person learning. Due to there being 
a tremendous difference in the way 
of learning it can be straining put-
ting pressure on students, so trying 
beneficial ways like studying will 
show a big amount in grades. 
     Finding motivation is key. Find-

ing the desire to get up everyday 
for learning through the computer 
can be draining. Yes social distanc-
ing and staying home is the best 
option, but going out instead of 
staying inside all day can be good 
for mental health, feeling deter-
mined and bettering friendships 
and relationships but of course 
with following rules and regula-
tions of social distancing.
      According to Inside Higher 
Ed it states “Students talked a 
lot about really missing being in 
person with their classmates, with 
their colleagues, with their faculty 
members, and having those spon-
taneous, organic conversations 

and relationships...But overall 
growth, flourishing and a sense of 
purpose are all important parts of 
well-being.” 
     With this information it defi-
nitely explains why having social 
interactions can affect the attitude 
and mood that goes into school 
online. When not active it can feel 
repetitive and  boring which can 
cause low- esteem. So playing a 
sport, hanging with friends and 
finding activity outside of school 
will increase a desire in wanting to 
do better school wise. 
     Hopefully these simple attempts 
can have a positive turn  out on 
students who are barely passing 
while staying digital for second 
semester. Remaining with these 
three easy tips on a daily basis can 
turn into a habit of getting stable 
grades not just for digital learning 
but for in person through all the 
years in high school and possibly 
college.

     

By: Kaiya Marseille, class of 2024

     photo courtesy of consider.com
A teenager works on her assignment in digital learning.

from Wall Street insisted that 
stocks from food and hotel estab-
lishments will be on the rise when 
the Covid restrictions are lifted.
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Don’t over work yourself!
1.Start slow. Do not overload 
yourself with work in the begin-
ning.When first starting a job you 
might want to do whatever you can 
to ensure you do your best in your 
job and to show your employer the 
kind of person you are. But being 
the best for others isn’t always 
the best for yourself, make sure 
to make time for yourself. It is 
important to not overwork yourself 
because at the end of the day if 
you are doing your job correctly 
and efficiently that job will always 
be there.

Have good time management!
When it comes to being young 
and working it is easy to get ahead 
of yourself and not be prepared 
for the task at hand. Know your 
schedule and know when you 
need to do something. Especially 
when it comes to being a virtual 
student, you might be further from 
your job compared to if you were 
at school. So always ensure that 
you have time to get ready for 
work and also be prepared for the 
afternoon traffic.

Learn to say NO!
It is not uncommon for a job to 
try and take advantage of a young 
adult, such as asking them to stay 
later, asking them to do extra 
hours. When this happens it is  ok 
to tell your boss No, let your em-
ployer know that you have other 
responsibilities and can not help 
out or whatever the case may be. 
In instances when you are being 

Tips on how to balance working student lifestyle
By: Cori Jones, class of 2022

scheduled way too many hours that 
you can not commit to, tell your 
employer what is happening, bring 
it to their attention and find some 
common ground in the situation.

Don’t give up: remember the 
long term goal!
I know for myself there are times 
when I do not want to go to work 
and just not in the mood to do 
anything but go home and lay in 
bed. But then I remember the goal 
in getting a job: Saving, saving, 
saving. A long term goal of mine 
was to get a job to get a car. This 

is my motivation for getting up 
and going to work. Do not always 
make work feel like a chore or a 
consequence but think of it as a 
temporary obstacle that will get 
you to where you want to be.

Make sure your  job works with 
your school schedule!
When it comes to working you 
want to be able to work as much 
as you can while still being able to 
balance school. This is easy when 
you have a work life and school 
balance. For example with hav-
ing the experience of working at 

After a full semester of all digital learning 
some may wonder what are some benefits 
and drawbacks our peers experienced. Paola 
Siguenza-Lopez, a junior, said some pros for 
her were waking up later, comfort in her own 
home, and naps during her lunch. She followed 
by saying she hoped that attendance would not 
have to be so mandatory.
     I asked Frankie Gonzalez, another junior to 
give some insight on the good and bad of digi-
tal learning. Pros for her are that she can spend 
all day in bed. Her response when asked about 
cons was that she did not get to see her friends. 
One more junior, Tamyra Bogle, said she liked 
“working at my own pace and comfort.” Her 
pros overall match what other students shared. 
Tamyra’s cons were that “interactions with 
teachers could be weird, independent work 
is not for everyone, and that Zoom takes too 
much time up when videos could be used.” All 
of these reasons give a better understanding of 
how students feel about them because there are 
some common trends.
     To get a feel for the other side Alex Martelo, 
a freshman, shared his experiences as an in-
person student. His pros for being physically 
in school are “it is easier to learn if you do 
not understand and get(ting) to see friends.” 
He said about the cons, “You have to wear a 
mask, wake up early, and deal with people 
you do not like.”  
     Seeing the students’ views on the pros/cons 
of learning from home and school after 1st 
semester is helpful in understanding whether 
or not students decide to switch to the other 
or not.

Students Speak On Digital Learning
By: Nathan Gustave, class of 2022

photo courtesy of Sydney Hammett

Sydney works at home doimg school in her room. She said that she 
really enjoys this and it allows her to be more relaxed and comfort-
able throughout the day.

 photo by Cori Jones

In 2018, 50 percent of all youth, ages 16–24, were employed, either 
full-or part-time, like Elsa, Cori Jones and Alexis Schneider who 
work at Chick-fil-a.

In October 2018, 22 percent of females enrolled in high school were 
employed, compared with 19 percent of males. Kaniya Craddock 
also works at Chick-fil-a.

 photo by Cori Jones

Chick-fil-A, employees can create 
their own schedule for what days 
and times they can work. This is 
easy for employees who are cur-
rently in school, so they can work 
around their school schedule and 
picking days they want to be off. 
Jobs like this are the easiest which 
can help with your stress and your 
employers’ stress. 

Communication is Key!
When it comes to being a student 
that works, it is highly important 
that you communicate with your 
teachers and boss and let them 

know what is going on. Being in 
school comes with having home-
work, projects, quizzes and tests 
that need to be completed. It is 
especially harder when you have 
a job outside of school.  This is 
when it’s important to talk to your 
teacher about your responsibilities. 
This also a good time to let your 
boss know about the stress and re-
sponsibilities you have outside of 
work, because with open commu-
nication it will be easier for others 
to understand what you are  going 
through which could lead to them 
wanting to help you out more.

The Mock Trial Team has 
been competing to qualify 
for state. They competed 
with class, confidence, lead-
ership and excellence! One 
practicing attorney even 
said she would hire one of 
our students to her law firm. 
Students on the team are the 
following: 

• Dede Amaizo
• Jocelyn May
• Micah Petit-Bois
• Raegan Sims
• Michael Stewart
• Ashley Robles-Escobar
• Angelani Mukendi
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“Dreamland Burning”
recommended by Sam Yusuf

     Dreamland Burning by Jennifer 
Latham is about a seventeen-year-
old teen who finds a skeleton on 
her family’s property that happens 
to be tied to a brutal murder from 
the past during Jim Crow Laws. 
This book also has two alternat-
ing perspectives from two teens, 
one from the past and the other 
from the present. This book goes 
through both of their experiences 
with the same murder. Students 
that would like this book are 
people that enjoy mystery, histori-
cal fiction, and thrillers.

“Unwind”
recommended by Mary Mason

     Unwind by Neal Shusterman is 
set in the US in the far future after 
the second civil over abortion was 
fought and the alternate solution to 
abortion is body harvesting. This 
book follows three teens that are 
on the run from this type of gov-
ernment and follows their journey 
through this futuristic dystopian 
world. Students who would like 
this book are people who like 
dystopian thrillers, adventure fic-
tion, and scifi.

“The Time Being”
recommended by Dahiana 
Rodrigez

     The Time Being by Antonia 
Honeywell is about an eleven year 
old girl named Lalla and her life in 
the collapsed society of london. 
She tries to enjoy her life there 
but can’t even imagine her future 
living there. One day there was a 
government announced invitation 
for her to live in Regent’s Park, 
where Lalla can see herself hav-
ing a future. However she doesn’t 

Book recommendation from students, for students 
By: Bria Brown class of 2022

know if she should risk leaving 
everything behind in London. 
Students who would like this book 
are one’s who enjoy dystopias, 
mystery, and fiction

“A Night Divided”
recommended by Amar Husic

     The Night Divided by Jennifer 
A. Nielsen is about a 12 year old 
girl named Gerta Harbors that gets 
separated from her family from the 
rise of the Berlin Wall. All she can 
do is just think about freedom and 
reuniting with her family, it isn’t 
until she gets a coded message 
from her father are those forbidden 
thoughts put into action. Students 
who would like this book are ones 
who enjoy historical fiction.     

“Aristotle and Dante Discover 
the Secrets of the Universe” 
recommended by Mellayne 
Richards 

     Aristotle and Dante Discover 
the Secrets of the Universe is about 
two teenage boys named Dante 
and Aristotle that meet each other 
during hardships in their lives 
and create an unbreakable bond 
and friendship. This book would 
interest students that like books 
about Romance, realistic fiction, 
and contemporary. 

“We Were Liars”
recommended by Bria Brown 

      Were Were Liars by E. Lockhart 
is about a group of friends who 
called themselves The Liars. This 
book goes through their journey 
with an unspeakable accident 
that happened at their family’s 
private island one summer. This 
book would interest students that 
like to read books about mystery, 
romance, and thrillers. 

         Home to many students at 
Dacula High School, Dacula has 
a rich history that is unknown to 
many of its residents. Our town is 
small and unique and has been that 
way for over 100 years, shaping 
a sense of unity and community 
amongst its citizens. This town has 
a past unlike many others.
     The town Dacula was founded 
in 1891 along the Seaboard rail-
road that is still running today. 
Dacula first began as “Freeman-
town” and was discovered near 
the corner of Fence and Dacula 
road. Freemantown was actually 
relocated to where Dacula now 
stands due to railroad construction 
as a result of the Industrial Revo-
lution. It was only supposed to be 
temporary until construction was 
finished, but the town ultimately 
stayed in its new location where 
it still stands today. 
     Contractors called this new 
establishment Hoke or Hoke 
town. Later on, a post office was 
established but the Railroad did 
not approve of the name Hoke so 

the postal services were left with 
a decision to change the name of 
their growing town. John Freeman, 
the first postmaster, gave Dacula 
its name as a mix between Atlanta 
and Decatur. Two more developed 
cities at the time.
     A man by the name of J.W. 
Hamilton built the first house 
here and is known as Dacula’s 
first settler. The small town grew 
around his little wooden home. In 
1905, Dacula had its first mayor, 
Dr. S.L. Hinton. He also owned 
Dacula’s first pharmacy that is 
located a block away from Dacula 
Middle School. In 1910, Dacula 
experienced a huge population 
boom due to cotton trade. The city 
had a large cotton gin that attracted 
many people who were interested 
in buying and selling cotton. In 
1935, Dacula’s City Hall was built.
     While Dacula High School dates 
back to 1974, the middle school 
was technically built first. In 1892 
a small building was completed 
at the center of the present day 
middle school campus.  Another 

was built in 1910. Unfortunately, 
the building caught fire and burnt 
down in 1944. 
     Until 1947, classes were held 
in the vocational building as well 
as the lunch room, until another 
school building was built. The new 
building consisted of all children -- 
kindergarten through 12th grade-- 
until the high school was built 

in 1974 which housed students 
from 8th to 12th grade. A couple 
years later, Dacula High School 
became a separate entity all to-
gether. Dacula Elementary school 
relocated to its current location in 
1989. Prior to its opening students 
attended nearby schools that were 
rezoned during this transition. The 
construction of the two buildings 

Dacula’s history suprises residents
By: Mellayne Richards, class of 2023

and the gym finished in 1995.
     Dacula’s interesting past will 
always remain a part of this town’s 
rich history.

Downtown Dacula sign attests to the age and history of our town.

Students who want 
to check books out 
from the DHS Me-
dia Center can do so 
on eClass. Reserve 
the book online and 
it will be delivered 
to your 1st period 
teacher.

Students doing 
digital learning can 
also check books out. 
Reserve the book 
through eClass and 
the book will be held 
for you in the front 
office for pick up.

Features

photo courtesy of exploregwinnett.org
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     Going to the theaters and 
watching a movie while eating 
some popcorn has long been a 
staple of American culture. When 
introduced, cinema was seen as 
something that united Americans.  
It gave them a shared sense of 
identity. Recently, however, a new 
way to watch movies and shows 
has emerged that threatens to 
replace the experience of theaters.
     Streaming services have 
risen in popularity over recent 
years. While platforms such as 
Netflix have been around since 
the nineties, it was only recently 
that many have realized their 
usefulness. HBO Max, Disney 
Plus, and Hulu are some of 
the most popular right now. 
Due to many being at home 
during the past months, the 
convenience these services offer 
has caused a rise in popularity.
     The pandemic has heavily aided 
the rise in streaming services due 
to the fact that many theaters 
closed, with several new movies 
such as “Wonder Woman 1984” 
(HBO Max), Pixar’s “Soul’’ 
(Disney Plus), and “Mulan” 
(Disney Plus) being readily 
available on their platforms. 
Some new shows such as “The 
Mandalorian” (Disney Plus) 
and “The Boys” (Prime Video) 
bring a sense of exclusivity 
to their respective platforms, 
which also adds to the appeal. 
     However, with the rise in 
popularity this market has 
received, competition has only 

increased. New services such as 
Discovery Plus and Peacock join 
the several other, already existing 
platforms. Due to the market 
being so saturated, companies 
will have to compete for their 
customer’s subscriptions. In 
turn, this could seriously hurt 
platforms in limiting the size of 
their consumer base when there 
are 20 different companies all 
competing for the same audience.
     Another thing that plagues 
all these platforms, is the lack 
of revenue. “Wonder Woman 
1984” which needed to make at 
least $200 million to cover the 
film’s budget, only made around 
$16 million. Due to the nature of 
streaming services, it is difficult 
to receive a high payout for 
films that debut on platforms. 
This could seriously affect their 
future if companies are losing 
serious amounts of money by 
debuting on streaming services. 
Either the price for a subscription 
would have to increase or the 
budget for films will have to 
dramatically decrease. Either 
way, filmmakers would have 
to adjust to such a reality.
     Coincidentally, this year 
marks the 100th year anniversary 
of AMC. In a recent interview, 
CEO Adam Aron made some 
comments regarding the increase 
in popularity of streaming 
services and whether or not he 
felt they would impact the future 
of cinema. “There was something 
developed about 70 years ago 

called television and people 
have TVs in their homes, and yet 
they’ve still been going to movie 
theaters in enormous numbers,” 
Aron said. He went on to say, 
“Yes streaming is around. Yes, 
some people will watch movies 
on streaming services instead, 

Streaming services overtake cinemas
By: Adli Acevedo, class of 2021

but we’re very confident that 
the appeal of cinemas is great.”
     Regardless, both cinema 
and streaming services have 
problems that need to be fixed if 
either is to stay for the long run. 
Theaters must find a way to bring 
back customers while keeping 

them safe from the pandemic 
while streaming services must 
address the serious lack of 
revenue and competition that 
the platforms suffer from. As 
of right now, however, cinemas 
seem to be losing the battle.

image courtesy of Gwinnett Daily Post

As theaters begin to open up with precautions, places such as Regal Cinema in Mall of Georgia, finally 
get some customers back.

     There was a rumor going 
around on TikTok about Dixie 
D’Amelio’s new song called, 
“My Drip.” Some people were 
offended by this song because 
it uses the n-word. This is very 
disrespectful considering the 
person that is saying it is not the 
correct race to have passion for 
this word-- she is white. TikTok 
fans believe that she should 
get canceled because of all of 

these racial slurs. Little do most 
people know, “My Drip” is not 
D’Amelio’s song, and she has 
never performed.
     This song was actually made 
by an artist that goes by the 
name “Klondike Blonde.” She 
released this song two years ago 
and people are just starting to 
notice it. People were fooled by 
this because “Klondike Blonde” 
and D’Amelio’s voices sound 

so similar. The same week this 
song leaked, Dixie’s account got 
hacked. This was one of the main 
reasons why TikTok banned/
deleted her account. Her father’s 
account even got hacked but no 
one noticed because he recovered 
from it quickly.
     Once her account was 
recovered, she did not bring up 
anything regarding this incident. 
A little while after she posted a lie 

Dixie D’Amelio banned/cancelled from TikTok
By: Kailah Gordon, class of 2023
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Tik Tok fans believe the whole D’Amelio family should be cancelled.

detector test with her boyfriend 
on her YouTube channel. She was 
noy very thrilled and she did not 
want to do it. TikTok fans did not 
like this video because they felt 
like she really was not interested 
in her boyfriend Noah Beck,  
which made the matter much 
worse. She even had an attitude 
when questions were asked and 
she was being extremely rude to 
him. One of the questions that 
were asked was if she had ever 
thought of breaking up with 
him. Her response was no but it 
was a lie and he got upset. Some 
of the fans also thought it was 
embarrassing and cruel how she 
was treating him on and off the 
video.
     After this video got a lot of 
views, fans started to comment. 
Fans would say things like, 
“Dixie you are acting like a 
child.” People started to bully 
her as well so her boyfriend 
decided to respond. Beck said, 
“Can everyone in the comments 
please stop… Dixie and I love 
each other and you guys aren’t 
able to see how we really are in 
private/offline.” He was basically 
trying to say this is not how she 
usually acts. If that is so, why is 
she trying to act out on camera? 

Anyways,some believe she is 
only famous because of her sister.
     Her sister, Charlie D’Amelio, 
is very famous and was the first 
in her family to become famous. 
Once Dixie got a little fame 
she decided to make a little 
music. She actually has about 5 
songs out and all her songs are 
about her being sad/depressed. 
She only writes about people’s 
mental disorders or how sad she 
is. Her new song “Roommates” 
is about Demi Loavto and her 
mental health issues. This song 
goes OVERBOARD like we get 
mental health is important but 
things like that should not be in 
all of her songs. Someone might 
need to get her some help… 
Therefore Dixie D’Amelio is 
CANCELLED!!!
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     Superhero sequels are normally 
not as good as the original, and the 
new Wonder Woman is no excep-
tion.This movie was still good 
enough to show that women are 
strong, brave and can do anything 
if they believe in themselves. The 
movie came out on Christmas 
day, catching the audience’s eyes 
and persuading people to spend 
their money. This 2 hour and 31 
minutes PG-13 movie contains 
adventure, action and of course 
some fantasy. 
     In this movie, the story takes 
place in 1984 and Diana gets all 
her powers but only uses them 
when needed. She tries to keep 
a low profile but is later caught.. 
She ends up having to use all her 
courage and strength to defeat the 
two villains: Maxwell Lord and 
the Cheetah.
      The movie starts off with 
Diana as a kid trying to compete 
in a competition, but she is the 
only kid. The other competitors 
underestimate her because she is 
young. Diana uses all her strength 
and bravery to try to win, but 
she does come across some ob-
stacles. When she gets knocked 
off her horse and misses a point, 
she does not give up. Instead she 
finds a shortcut and gets back on 

track because she does not want 
to look weak. 
    Soon after she finds her horse 
and gets back in first place but her 
aunt stops her from almost win-
ning because Diana was caught 
cheating. She gets a pep talk about 
how it was good that she did not 
win because she needed to play 
by the rules and win fairly. This 
part shows women empowerment 
because it shows how the competi-
tors believe in themselves and how 
they keep trying no matter what. 
Diana proves that there is always 
a way to get back up again and to 
be brave. 
     The movie then transitions to the 
year 1984 and Diana is all grown 
up.  She lives in Washington, D.C. 
with all the other mortals trying to 
blend in. A scene happens at the 
mall, where robbers steal from 
a jewelry store but behind the 
actual store are stolen artifacts. 
The robbers try to get away from 
the police because a lady saw that 
they had a gun and yelled it out. 
These robbers do not get too far 
because Wonder Woman comes 
to save everyone and to return the 
artifacts. 
     While doing this a little girl 
sees her and she tells the little girl 
not to tell because she wants to be 

kept on the low. Word gets out 
and the town thinks a mysterious 
woman came to save them all so 
her identity is safe.
    Later on we discover that 
Diana is working at a museum 
and meet a girl named Barbara 
Minerva. Barbara asks Diana 
for some lunch but she is sur-
prised and does not know how 
to respond because she does not 
have any friends. Diana finally 
decides to go and they had a great 
time. They both find out that they 
have a lot of things in common 
because they both feel like they 
do not belong. 
    They find a stone that can 
grant wishes and Diana uses it 
to wish for her boyfriend to be 
alive again. Meanwhile, Barbara 
wishes to be more like Diana, 
so she can be more confident, 
strong, cool, special, and prettier. 
A newcomer named, Maxwell 
Lord, arrives and he does take 
an interest in the stone and wants 
to use it for power. Little do they 
know that the rules for the stone 
keep changing. It really gives off 
a “Be careful for what you wish 
for” vibe, creating more suspense 
and action and bringing the 
movie to its climax and ending.
     This movie could have had 

‘WW84’ Review: Wonder Woman sequel entertains despite 
disappointing ending

a better ending as far as the fate of 
Chris Pine’s character. Some say 
they made the ending like this on 
purpose so they can get ready for 
the third Wonder Woman movie. 
     The pros of the movie include 
the outstanding costumes. They 
popped out with that Cheetah cos-
tume. The detail was everything and 
the fur just looked so realistic and 

By: Kailah Gordon, class of 2023

      On Hulu there are endless 
shows to watch from each cat-
egory. Owned by the Walt Disney 
company, Hulu offers streaming 
entertainment with monthly fees 
ranging from $5.99 to $54.99. 
Many shows were recommended 
by fellow Dacula student mem-
bers. These are some of the top 
recommendations by students 
Dacula:

1. “The Act”: This series is 
based off of a true story. Dee 
Dee Blanchard was really 
over protective of her daugh-
ter Gypsy Rose, and she made 
her believe she had leukemia 
and other conditions. When 
Gypsy got older, she knew 
she was not sick. She would 
stay up all night watching 
YouTube like a normal girl 
would, which is all she ever 
wanted to be. She would 
watch tutorials on how to put 
on makeup and dress up. She 
would also eat tons of candy 
which later on led to her teeth 
falling out. Gypsy found a guy 
she really liked online and 
they had plans on meeting 
up. This was all behind her 
mother’s back. Her mother 
did not want her to have any 
contact with the outside world 
and be a normal teenage girl. 
However, Blanchard did let 
her daughter make television 

appearances to gain money 
from her daughter because her 
daughter was famous world-
wide and she would be on 
television. Gypsy Rose want-
ed to escape from her mother. 
Nicholas Godejohn was Gyp-
sy’s boyfriend. They  would 
talk all night and Gypsy told 
him about how her mother 
made everyone believe she 
was sick. She had a plan on 
murdering her mother. Her 
boyfriend agreed. He snuck 
in the house and stabbed her 
to death. They ran off together 
but were found the next day 
till this day they are both still 
in prison. 

2. “The Bachelor”: The bach-
elor as of now has 25 seasons. 
The bachelor is a reality TV 
show. The show is hosted by 
Chris Harrison. The Bachelor 
helps a man pick between a 
group of women who is future 
wife. They go through many 
challenges and there is tons 
of drama between the girls. 
Every week there are around 
two one on one dates and a 
group date. The group dates 
are with multiple women 
which they have to fight for 
the bachelors attention. The 
one on one is just between the 
bachelor and one of the girls 
he chose. They get the whole 

day together and more qual-
ity time together at the end 
of the day he can decide 
whether to give her a rose 
or not. The day of the rose 
ceremony there is a cocktail 
party so he has time to hang 
out with the girls. At the rose 
ceremony he has a certain 
amount of rose to give to 
the girl he calls them one by 
one to get the rose from him 
meaning they stay. The oth-
ers who did not get a rose are 
sent home. After it comes 
down to a smaller group of 
girls, those girls are able to 
meet the parents and so is 
he. Later it comes down to 
the final two and he finally 
decides and he proposes to 
the girl it can either go well 
or something goes down and 
he does not get engaged by 
the end of the season. 

3. “Euphoria”: Euphoria 
shows many real life prob-
lems teens these days go 
through. They have two 
seasons; the second one was 
just released. The show is 
for an older audience be-
cause it is explicit. The main 
character Rue is a drug ad-
dict and goes through many 
situations. She has put her 
family through a lot. She 
argues with her mother and 

makes her take drug tests. She 
tries to stop to improve herself 
for herself and others. Rue’s 
little sister has trauma because 
of everything she sees in her 
household. Her older sister 
passed out on the ground to 
Rue and her mother arguing. 
There are other side characters 
as well and shows what they 
face in their everyday to day 
life. She struggles with being 
in a toxic relationship that she 
can’t get out of. The relation-
ship begins to get abusive and 
is brought to the police even 
after they are told that they are 
not able to be seen again they 
still continue to meet up. The 
characters all have a connec-
tion to their stories. This show 

is filled with constant drama 
and some even begin to cause 
problems with each other. 
Many feelings are hurt. 

More recommendations from 
Dacula students:

• “The Secret Life Of The 
American Teenager”

• “The Amazing World Of 
Gumball”

• “Maid-Sama”
• “Fruit Basket”
• “Grey’s Anatomy”
• “Love Island”
• “Dance Moms”
• “The Voice”
• “Adventure Time”
• “Shameless”

Hulu offers shows worth watching
By:  Heidy Bethancourth, class of 2024

very soft. Then Wonder Woman’s 
costume was very cute. The ac-
tion scenes were the best parts of 
this movie when Wonder Woman 
has to fight the two villains. Fans 
deserved a better ending from this 
movie, but overall the movie was 
entertaining.
  

The Wonder Woman sequel came out on Christmas day and is still 
available on HBOMax.

photo courtesy of www. imdb.com

Hulu provides to all families different categories of movies and 
shows to watch together.

photo courtesy of TechCrunch
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Citizens must work to bring Earth back to a better place
By: Miah Smith, class of 2024

Current voting age rule restricts basic rights
By: Faith Farayibi, class of 2023

   Global warming, though a crisis 
commonly heard about, is not tak-
en seriously. It pops up every now 
and then in the media, and then 
it is like it never existed. People 
go about their lives continuing to 
not recycle.Those too passionate 
about it might be labelled hippies 
or tree huggers. Though this might 
be the case for the majority of the 
population, Dacula students can 
make a change.
    It may seem like life is just go-
ing on as normal. It may also seem 
like the winter was just warmer 
than last year. However, overall 
this is not the case. Due to global 
warming, natural disasters have 
gotten more devastating than in 
previous years.
    According to livescience.com, 
“Scientists are confident that hur-
ricanes will become more intense 
due to climate change. This is 
because hurricanes get their energy 
from the temperature difference 
between the warm tropical ocean 
and the cold upper atmosphere. 
Global warming increases that 
temperature difference.”
     Where there are more intense 
hurricanes, there is more damage 
to surrounding properties. If peo-
ple’s homes are destroyed, where 
will they go? Also, many casual-
ties will occur during disasters. 
This crisis is more than just saving 
the turtles or polar bears: people 
will be affected drastically too.
      Speaking of the effect it has on 
animals, The Washington Post re-
ports, “By 2050, there will be more 
plastic than fish in the world’s 
oceans..(creating) great floating 
‘garbage patches’ that cover large 
swaths of the Pacific.”

     Let that sink in. In less than 30 
years there will be more plastic in 
the ocean than fish. From there on 
the numbers will only grow and 
grow. It is easier to keep plastic 
from the ocean than to remove it 
after it is already dissolved into 
the water.
      If the plastic does break down 
in the water, it is likely to be 
consumed by fish and other sea 
life. They may die from these 
complications leaving many na-
tions without the resources to feed 
their citizens. It is a constant, but 
preventable butterfly effect that 
will go on and on unless there is a 
change made.
      Another problem contributing 
to global warming is American’s 
behavior of waste and energy 
use. The Guardian states, “About 
150,000 tons of food is tossed 
out in US households each day, 
equivalent to about a third of the 
daily calories that each American 
consumes.” 
     To go along with this infor-
mation nrdc.org says, “Approxi-
mately 10 percent of U.S. energy 
use goes into growing, processing, 
packaging, and shipping food—
about 40 percent of which just 
winds up in the landfill.”
     Most people do not eat one third 
of the daily calories they buy and 
10 percent of energy used by the 
country is used to get the calories 
to the people. There is a simple 
solution here: eat more or buy less. 
Once you buy a meal, do not just 
throw it out. This is an easy way 
individuals can help curb global 
warming.
    All of that energy making food is 
wasted if it just ends up in landfills. 

The factories packaging and ship-
ping the food are emitting carbon 
dioxide into the environment. If 
the demand is less and people buy 
less food, greenhouse gas emis-
sions will decrease. It is a win-win 
situation.
     Another area ordinary people 
can make a difference in global 
warming is using public trans-
portation. Due to the current pan-
demic, it probably is not the safest 
but people can tune up their cars 
and try to reduce trips.
    Nrdc.org states, “If all Ameri-
cans kept their tires properly 

inflated, we could save 1.2 billion 
gallons of gas each year. A simple 
tune-up can boost miles per gallon 
anywhere from 4 percent to 40 
percent, and a new air filter can get 
you a 10 percent boost.”
    There is nothing wrong, if you 
can afford it, with asking your par-
ents to see if their car might need 
some fixing up. In the long run 
after all, it saves more money than 
having to spend it on buying more 
gas. It would also help to let them 
know the statistics and how this 
will make the world a better place. 
     To conclude, you may feel help-

less as one person in a big world 
of billions. You are only helpless 
if you do not help yourself, others 
and future generations to come. 
All it takes is one person to make 
a change. The biggest thing you 
can do is spread the word about 
these two, small tips to make the 
Earth last longer. I am sure none 
of us want to trade our COVID-19 
masks for gas masks because the 
air is filled with smog. 

This illustration portrays the shrinking ice caps and the intrustive presence of plastic in the ocean.  
Polar bears are one of the many species impacted by climate change.

photo courtesy of www.thestatesmen.com

     The voting age has always been 
18, but multiple kids under 18 have 
educated themselves on voting and 
about the candidates, and they do 
not get a chance to vote and have to 
wait a few years to do so. The vot-
ing age should be changed to 16.
     Many kids that are 16-17-year-
olds are knowledgeable about 
politics, the candidates, and they 
have the same ability to make good 

voting choices as older voters.
     Many people might say that let-
ting kids who are not of age vote 
is not appropriate and that kids 
under the age of 18 are not mature 
enough to participate in elections, 
but people of any age may not be 
mature enough.
    According to pro-con.org, it says 
that “A study in the Annals of the 
American Academy of Political 

and Social Science found that, 
“On measures of civic knowledge, 
political skills, political efficacy, 
and tolerance, 16-year-olds, on av-
erage, are obtaining scores similar 
to those of adults… Adolescents in 
this age range are developmentally 
ready to vote.” 
     It does not matter that teens are 
underage.  They can be still edu-
cated and mature enough to vote.

    Another reason why they should 
lower the voting age is simply that 
we 16 years olds and 17-year-olds 
should have a voice in the laws that 
affect our lives that candidates will 
put in or change. 
     We, teenagers, live under threats 
like for example school shootings 
and climate change. We deserve a 
right to vote the right officials into 
offices that will keep these situa-
tions under control.
     Also with racial injustice if 
we have a president or elected 
official who is racist or against 
POCs (people of color) that makes 
some people think it is okay to be 
racist and teach their children it is 
okay too.  
     This is why we need more vot-
ers, especially those who are under 
the age of 18 (16 and 17 years old) 
to be eligible to vote. If they lower 
the age to vote it could also lead 
to higher voter turnout making the 
candidate that the country wants 
to win the election have a better 
chance of winning.
     Therefore, teens that are 16 
and up should be able to vote and 
voice their opinions on candidates. 
They should be able to vote for 
the candidate that they think is 
best for them and others, not sit in 
the background just because some 

adults think they are not mature 
enough to vote. 
     Some kids are even more mature 
than some of the adults these days. 
As a citizen 16 years olds and 17 
years olds should be allowed to 
vote and have a say who their 
governor or president will be!

Teens advocate for the right to vote at 16 years old.

Limiting the 
voting age 
to those 18 
years and 

older is age 
discrimina-
tion. Sixteen 

year olds 
should have 
the right to 

vote.
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      A person’s past impacts on 
their future. Toxic relationships 
can result in insecurities, over-
thinking, cheating, victimizing 
and trust issues. 
     People can be insecure because 
they might not think they are good 
enough and cause them to consis-
tently need reassurance. Reassur-
ance is understandable but this 
should not be occurring frequently. 
In a relationship people should be 
able to not always be dependent on 
their significant other. People need 
quality time alone as well. 
     Overthinking can be a major 
problem and cause toxicity in 
a relationship too. People can 
make scenarios up in their heads 
and soon they start to overthink 
because of a problem that is not 
even real. Then this starts to lead 
to arguments and them apologizing 
for overthinking. If a significant 
other is jealous of who they are 
hanging out with or they question 
them on who they hang out with 
is a bad sign. 
     Overthinking can lead to trust is-
sues and not believing in their sig-

nificant other which is unhealthy. 
Trust issues can be because of past 
relationships as well, which also 
leads to a consistent need for more 
reassurance..  
     Cheating is a major sign of 
toxic relationships. This shows 
that somebody did not care enough 
to even take in consideration their 
partner’s feelings. They lacked 
love for the person they were with, 
showed no respect and crossed 
boundaries. 
     People cheat and even some-
times stay together once they find 
out. Forgiving the cheater may 
make the person think that cheat-
ing is okay and they will continue. 
When a cheater gets caught, they 
may also start to victimize them-
selves. They say that it is not what 
it looks like or that they are getting 
attacked for their actions. They 
manipulate their significant other 
to feel bad for them. 
     Many people are in toxic re-
lationships but do not realize it. 
Some are too in love to notice what 
is going on. Friends can tell them 
what is going on is not right, but 

they will not listen because they 
are madly in love. Once they are 
out of the relationship, they can 
finally notice what was so wrong 
about it all and know how to fix 
themselves and others in need.
     People can grow from their 
problems and learn from these 

traits, but it does not require some-
body else. Individuals can do it, 
so there is no need to drag others 
into it. Toxic traits can turn into 
healthy ways. Communication is 
really helpful instead of avoiding 
the problems. Time sometimes 
needs to do the healing for others 

Toxic relationships take toll on healthy mindsets
By:  Heidy Bethancourth, class of 2024

to move on and learn how to be 
happy on their own. Self love is 
the best love there is.   

     

 The two teenagers are both overthinking on what they did wrong but they are too afraid to admit to 
each other on who is in the wrong. 

Although it is lurking around ev-
ery corner of every neighborhood, 
human trafficking is something 
that is not heard about much. 
When it is, it is glorified and ro-
manized in the media and music. 
The youth chant about how “it’s 
hard out here for a pimp,” without 
knowing the true suffering that 
lies behind the real-life stories of 
those pimped out. 
Human trafficking generates 150 
billion dollars a year. That is 
roughly 39 billion more than the 
most high earning company in the 
world, Saudi Aramco at 110.9 bil-
lion. 
Celebrities and powerful busi-
nessmen like Jeffrey Epstein 
endorse such an inhumane and 
sickening act as human traffick-
ing. Those who worked alongside 
him, people who claimed to be 
his best friends, somehow knew 
nothing of his wrong doings and 
walk free today while billions of 
people continue to be exploited 
and suffer. 
Signs that people are a danger to 
society are ignored because the 
predators are on the top of the 
social pyramid, controlling all 
the money. At the same time, the 
poorest of the poor recall giving 
their lives to human trafficking 
because they saw no other way 
out of their circumstances. 
Four hundred and sixty thousand 
children are reported missing 
yearly. There are many, many 
more who are not reported like 
illegal immigrants forced into 
human trafficking at the border.. 

When will America open its eyes 
to the modern day slavery that oc-
curs new year after new year, de-
cade after decade along with the 
common, everyday citizen? 
It is always taught to children, 
“Don’t take candy from a strang-
er,” and, “Don’t speak to strang-
ers.” However, actions speak 
louder than words. The actions of 
corporations like Netflix and art-
ists who show again and again to 
their consumers that human traf-
ficking is okay. 
The word, “pimp,” has been used 
in music, especially hip hop since 
the beginning. The Webster-Mer-
riam dictionary defines the noun 
as, “A criminal who is associated 
with, usually exerts control over, 
and lives off the earnings of one 
or more prostitutes.” However, 
Melissa Withers explains how the 
word “pimp” is used again and 
again in a positive light when it 
comes to pop culture. In Psychol-
ogy Today Withers said,, “We all 
know that there are many more 
examples of the word ‘pimp’ be-
ing used as synonymous with 
‘cool’ and ‘top-of-his-game,’...
This language legitimizes an 
industry that is violent and de-
humanizing, making it harder to 
combat sex trafficking.” 
Netflix also romanticizes and glo-
rifies human trafficking in a film 
released called, “365 Days.” The 
movie is described by Darnell 
Christie as following the story of 
“ a woman who is imprisoned by 
a Sicilian mafia boss who gives 
his hostage a year to fall in love 

with him.” 
Many young people have seen 
this movie. They may not think it 
is okay and something that they 
should do, but it is forever in the 
minds of those who enjoyed the 
movie as just another thing that 
happens. With Netflix allowing 
this to be broadcasted on their 
site, they have helped in normal-
izing the industry of human traf-
ficking and have made more peo-
ple see this as a lesser problem in 
American society than it is. 
Duffy, a woman who has a made 
a petition to have the movie re-
moved from Netflix said, “Tragi-
cally, victims of trafficking and 
kidnapping are unseen, and yet 
in ‘365 days’ their suffering is 
made into an ‘erotic drama,’ as 
described by Netflix.”
Many big corporations like Net-
flix, McDonalds, Walmart and 
other services that the average 
American citizen consumes daily 
often turn a blind eye to the pan-
demic of human trafficking. They 
ignore it or glorify it or normal-
ize it. The powerful people that 
run these businesses are all con-
nected, however, so like with Jef-
fery Epstein, when one of them is 
exposed for being a part of such a 
disgusting industry none of them, 
a cover-up ensues. The fact that 
human trafficking is such a high 
profit industry leads many to be-
lieve that the wealthiest people in 
the world are involved in making 
the gears turn. Human traffick-
ing may go noticed because the 
people who are doing it are too 

powerful for anyone to believe 
the victims when they come out 
about it. 
The Human Trafficking Hotline 
said, “Human traffickers prey on 
people who are hoping for a bet-
ter life, lack employment oppor-
tunities, have an unstable home 
life or have a history of sexual 
abuse or physical abuse.” 
These predators prey on the less 
fortunate of society that they 
know do not have other outlets 
to escape their abuse or find other 
opportunities in life. 
The same goes for the smaller 
people that turn the gears of this 
modern day slavery. Those like 
pimps who are used by bigger 
people to control and do the hard 
work of human trafficking are of-
ten from lower class areas like the 
same people they are abusing. 
Psychology Today found that 
what lures pimps to the illegal 
industry that involves abuse, co-
ercion and selling women’s bod-
ies are “systematic pressures, like 
lack of legal job opportunities” 
and “nearly one-third of pimps in-
terviewed reported that they were 
influenced people they grew up 
with at home and in their neigh-
borhoods who were engaged in 
the illegal sex trade.” 
If more initiative is put into curv-
ing poverty in the inner cities of 
America which are full of minori-
ties, the human trafficking rate in 
the country would go down. If 
more empathy was given for the 
forgotten brown and black kids, 
fewer people would grow up 

forced into the system of human 
trafficking. 
Who is there to tell them what 
is right and what is wrong, what 
should not happen and what 
should happen when their moth-
er is a victim of the same abuse, 
their grandmother is a victim of 
the same abuse and their own 
daughter will probably end up a 
victim? At that point, is it really 
seen as abuse in the eyes of those 
surrounded by it? 
Who is there to tell them that it is 
not okay to pimp people out when 
their father is a pimp, their uncle 
is a pimp and the famous rapper 
on the radio is telling them how 
good it is to be a pimp? The shows 
being broadcasted on phones, tab-
lets and laptops are glorfying the 
lifestyle and romantizing victims 
of human trafficking. 
It is time that America focus on 
curing the pandemic that is hiding 
in plain sight. How can slavery in 
the 21st century go with so little 
coverage? 
It is said that all men are equal in 
this country, yet these people are 
disregarded and unspoken for. 
Take precautions to keep yourself 
and others around you safe from 
human trafficking. DHS recently 
gave out forms from the Human 
Trafficking Hotline to students 
in order to inform them about 
the dangers. Stay informed, stay 
aware. The time has come to rid 
America of the lingering disease 
that is human trafficking.

Hidden pandemic: Human trafficking hides behind 
American white picket fences 
By: Miah Smith, class of 2024
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     During Black History Month we 
think of great names like Dr Martin 
Luther King, Jr., Rosa parks and 
Jackie Robinson. We even hear 
current names like Oprah Win-
frey, Barack Obama and Michelle 
Obama who have greatly  paved 
and impacted history, but we 
scarcely hear about young leaders 
who also played a hand in history 
and progress today. 
     For instance Little Rock Nine is 
a group of African American stu-
dents who were a fundamental part 
of the fight for equal opportunity 
in the American educational sys-
tem. They challenged the system 
by daring to enroll in an all-white 
high school. Each day this group 
of teens showed courage and 
bravery when they were constantly 
harassed and threatened by white 
students. 
     Another example is Claudette 
Colvin. She was 15 when she 
refused to give up her seat and go 
to the back of the bus for a white 
person a few months before Rosa 
Parks did the same.The youth were 
not only making history then but 
the youth of today are writing to-
morrow’s history. The young black 
youth are changing the world of 
technology, fighting for their rights 
and are creating money making 
business. 
    The young black activists 
are creating worldwide effective 
change. Through  technology 
they have reached new heights 
of momentum. George Hofsetter, 
a young app developer, is using 
technology to solve social issues. 
At 16 he started his own tech com-
pany called George Hofsetter Inc. 
He created an app called Connect 
the Dots to help private students of 
color to navigate racism on their 
campuses and support one another 
through experiences of racism. 
     He also created an app called 

Black teens create historical change around world
By: Tolu Macgregor, class of 2023

CopStop which is designed to pro-
tect people from police brutality 
and educate young people about 
safe practices when interacting 
with the police. An article called 
“6 Black Teens Who Are Chang-
ing the World” written by Selena 
Hill said, “The app also includes 
an option to film interactions with 
law enforcement, which George 
believes can serve as a viable 
alternative to body cameras.” Hof-
setter is using technology to solve 
social issues in his community and 
around the world.      
     The African-American youth 
are creating money making ideas 
and creations that inspire many 
around the world. These adoles-
cents already have the go-getter 
business mindset that is transform-
ing the future. Seventeen year old 
Tyla-Simone Crayton the founder 
and CEO of Sinea Sauce is earn-
ing a six figure salary.  Her wing 
style sauce is on the shelves of 
70 retail stores across the USA. 
Crayton created the recipe for her 
famous chicken sauce when she 
just was eight years old.Now  Her 
company has generated $192,000 
in revenue. According to an CNBC 
interview, “To date, she has landed 
over $45,000 in funding through 
pitch competitions and has raised 
nearly $200,000 through crowd-
funding investors.” Crayton’s 
business has rapidly grown and 
strives to inspire others and be-
come an even bigger name. 
     Maya Penn, another young 
entrepreneur who runs an eco-
friendly fashion business, is the 
CEO of Maya’s Ideas, a company 
she started at just eight years old.  
Not only is she an entrepreneur but 
is wearing many other hats. Penn is 
an award-winning philanthropist, 
environmental activist, filmmaker, 
eco-designer, keynote speaker, 
artist, animator, coder, illustrator 

and writer .She has been featured 
in things like Forbes, Time, NPR, 
CNN, O Magazine, and  Essence. 
She has even held multiple TED 
talks. Her TEDWomen talk has 
over a million views worldwide.
     The young black community 
is creating the change they want 
to see in the world, whether it is 
being represented more in books, 
movies, shows, or standing up 
against violence or injustices. 
Marley Dais is a social activist 
and published author. She started 
a campaign #1000blackgirlbooks 
in elementary school after she was 
fed up with the books given to her 
in school. Dias noticed there were 
limited books where the black girls 
are the main characters. The books 
she was given were mostly about a 
white boy and his adventure. She 
wanted books that represented her 
and made her the main character 
not a white boy and a dog.
     Her goal for her campaign  
#1000blackgirlbooks was to col-
lect 1000 books that feature black 
girls as the main characters and 
donate them to communities. In the 
article “From Activist To Author: 
How 12-Year-Old Marley Dias Is 
Changing The Face Of Children’s 
Literature” Dias talked about her 
campaign.  She said, “‘This gap 
hurts all of us. I’m working to 
create a space where it feels easy 
to include and imagine black girls 
and make black girls like me the 
main characters of our lives.’” 
Dias is  creating the world and 
the things she desires to see.  Her 
campaign has now yielded more 
than 11,000 books. Dias now has 
a 12 episode Netflix series called 
“Bookmark” featuring Black 
voices in entertainment that will 
be reading and talking about Black 
experiences. 
     The young community of black 
students in DHS are also rising, 

making a hopeful future for them-
selves and are inspiring and giving 
back to their community daily. 
Lisa Kouassi, a senior at DHS, is 
one of many students. She founded 
several clubs at DHS and is a part 
of many student organizations 
such as First Generation, Tri-M, 
DLT, and ACSA. She has also been 
involved in political work for the 
past three years. She interns with 
a few politicians in Georgia. Her 
goal for Georgia is to help make 
it more open minded and she be-
lieves it can happen through being 
more politically active.  She also 
loves working with activist organi-

zations and hopes that through her 
activism this country will continue 
to grow and acknowledge the im-
portance of the youth. 
    Our youth are the next genera-
tions of great leaders and world 
changers.  They are constantly 
changing the status quo and chang-
ing things they want to see. Prog-
ress and accomplishments of youth 
should be acknowledged in order 
to inspire others. Today’s young 
generation are taking this world to 
new heights and momentum.

    

photo courtesy of ted talk.com
Maya Penn gives a Ted Talk in San Francisco.

      Stocks are not taught about 
in most schools, and students 
barely know how to invest their 
money or make it multiply. Young 
people need to know about stocks 
as an important means of making 
money and as an investment on 
their future. 
      Stocks are a share of owner-
ship in a company. People invest 
their money into the stock market 
to grow their money and to see if 
the big company stocks increase as 
time goes on. The stock market can 
also help people build a healthy 
and secure financial future.
     Some of the best stocks to buy 
according to investors.com are 
the Chipotle stock, Match.com, 
Repligen Corp (they produce 
the materials found in biological 
drugs) stock and so many more on 
the website.
     Many people are afraid to invest 
in the stock market and it is giv-
ing the younger generation fear 
especially because of the Great 
Recession that happened in 2008. 

Young people need to be educated about stocks
By: Faith Farayibi, class of 2023

Yes, it is a risk investing in the 
stock market. Investors could even 
lose money if the company does 
not make enough money, but it is 
a great risk to take if they want to 
grow their money.
      Those who decide to invest in 
the stock market can even become 
rich. According to the website the 
EP Investor, “By investing in the 
stock market, you are becoming 
one of those ‘business owners’.  
It’s not going to make you as rich 
as the guy who founded the com-
pany, but it’s more likely than just 
saving.”  
      The average amount saved 
in an account varies each year. If 
people put money into savings at a 
bank account, they will most likely 
make little more than a dollar a 
year. In mutual funds, interest rates 
on average are 19 times higher.  
Mutual funds are for people who 
do not want  to risk buying indi-
vidual stocks.
      Mutual funds are an open-end 
professionally managed invest-

ment fund that pools money from 
many investors to purchase stocks. 
Using mutual funds is another 
great way to invest if people do 
not feel comfortable with investing 
with stocks.
     Stocks are a wonderful way to 

invest and make money, but they 
also come with risks but some-
times people have to take risks 
financially to make good money.  
There is a possibility of losing 
money if the stock market crashes. 

However, this is unlikely to hap-
pen because the stock market has 
not crashed since 2008. So do not 
be scared of the risks of going out 
to buy some stocks from some big 
companies now!
         

photo courtesy of www.toledoblade.com
The stock market continues to rise as many buy stocks even during this time of Coronavirus. 

photo courtesy of @Ceosacuceboss instagram 

Tyla-Simone Crayton advertises her product Sinea 
Sauce.
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     President Joe Biden’s win 
has been officially confirmed by 
the members of Congress Jan. 6. 
He took office on inauguration 
day with his vice president 
Kamala Harris. Biden became 
president during a difficult time 
for America, in the middle of a 
global pandemic. Now many are 
wondering if his plans will hold 
up through his presidency, and 
if America will finally be united 
once again following these last 
few months of chaos. 
     One of Biden’s main focuses 
in his campaign was his idea 
to rebuild the middle class. In 
the past 4 years of Trump’s 
presidency, he ensured that 
wealthier families, and businesses 
would see their pockets swell. 
Under Trump’s rule, a working 
family making $65,000, will 
pay 22% of every extra dollar 
they earn, while billionaires like 
himself will pay just 15% on their 
profits from investments. Joe 
Biden plans on rewarding work, 
rather than wealth by allowing 
lower income families to pay less 
money in tax, while families who 
make over $400,000 will have 
to pay larger sums of tax money. 
Biden also plans on increasing 
benefits for elderly and disabled 
americans.
     It is clear that 2020 has been a 
year that will never be forgotten. 
At the start of 2020, we were 
introduced to the infamous 
Coronavirus. The virus that spread 

Joe’s Vision: Biden shares plan for future America
By: Mellayne Richards, class of 2023

dangerously through the US and 
other countries killing almost 2 
million people worldwide. As the 
virus went through the United 
States, people were forced to shut 
down businesses and leave work. 
But cases still continue to hit 
record numbers and soar through 
the US. 
     Biden is tired of seeing everyday 
American lives being taken by the 
virus and has a plan to effectively 
put an end to COVID.  He believes 
that Americans should listen to 
scientists and doctors warnings 
about the pandemic. Biden also 
plans on doubling the amount of 
testing locations while Trump 
wanted to shut down locations so 
that they “couldn’t find any more 
cases.”
     Not only does he want to 
increase testing, but he also 
wants to invest in next generation 
testing including home tests and 
instant tests. Other things Biden 
plans to do in response to the 
pandemic is investing in more 
PPE for healthcare workers and 
Americans and providing clearer 
guidance for the nation regarding 
how to run small businesses and 
schools amidst this crisis. 
     Especially now a big problem 
for Americans is affordable 
healthcare. This has been an 
ongoing debate for decades, 
now Biden finally has a plan to 
make healthcare more affordable 
for Americans. In 2010, Biden 
already helped ensure the first 

step with the Affordable Care 
Act passed by the Obama-Biden 
team. Today, over 100 million 
Americans do not have to worry 
about insurance companies 
denying their coverage of charge 
because of their pre-existing 
medical conditions. Since this bill 
has been put into act Congress had 
tried repealing it several times. 
While Trump was president, 
he has taken certain measures 
trying to lift the act. All of those 
measures will be reversed, and 
the affordable healthcare act is 
said to improve.
     Since Biden has been president 
there are also many things that he 
has done already. Some of these 

things include:
• Rejoined the Paris Climate 

Agreement, which focuses on 
protecting the environment

• Stopped withdrawal from the 
World Health organization 
(named Dr. Fauci head of 
delegations) 

• Paused federal student loans

• Reversed travel ban on 
African and Muslim 
countries

• Expanded protections for 
LGBTQ citizens

• Advanced racial equity in 
government

     Biden will fight for those 
Americans who feel that they 
do not have a voice. America is 
currently at the start of a new 
administration with completely 
different views than the one 
previously. We have a president 
who now focuses on middle 
america and making the United 
States a better place for everyone 
here. The nation been lacking 
good leadership for the past 
couple of years, and hopefully 
Joe Biden will provide guidance 
in the right direction.

Biden’s plan for America includes helping working class people.

      Donald Trump has one of the 
most unreputable presidential 
legacies. Others might say it is 
sad, based on lies or corrupted. 
From the start of his election, there 
were many controversies from not 
having a political background, the 
rise of sexual assault allegations 
and the many matters of use racist 
slurs and discrimination. He has 
used social media platforms to 
incite violence and division. He 
influenced many Americans to 
riot at the Capitol which nearly 
killed many lawmakers including 
the former vice president. 
     Under his presidency, the 
country became divided and a 
disgrace to democracy. Children 
were put in cages and stripped 
of their basic human rights. 
His response to George Floyd’s 
protests created a greater divide in 
the country. The way he handled 
the current global pandemic 
downplayed the severity of the 
virus.

Sexual Assault Allegations 

      The influence Donald Trump 
had on many Americans is not 
a mystery. He was a peculiar 
president who was not like many 
politicians. He spoke what was 
on his mind which attracted many 
Americans to him. As a result of 

this many dismissed his behavior 
and made excuses for him to 
protect their political party. They 
ignored the warning signs from 
the beginning. 
     At the start of his election, 
many sexual assault allegations 
rose against him. Multiple women 
have accused him of appropriate 
sexual behavior dating back to 
the 1970s, including in sworn 
court filings. Some of the 
behavior women have described 
to reporters closely parallels 
Trump’s own characterization of 
his conduct in the infamous 2005 
recording. Other recordings of 
Trump reciting his inappropriate 
behavior and relations with 
women have also come to light. 
   This was a warning sign of 
his character and his views on 
women. Many people ignored 
this and continued to push him 
into office.

Immgration Policies 

     From the start of his presidency, 
Trump made his issue with 
immigration known. He placed 
many policies to decline illegal 
immigration. One shameful 
policy stripped children away 
from their parents and put them in 
cages. A BBC news article talked 
about how one of these facilities 

in Texas looked like a prison 
and many young children were 
taken away from their mothers. 
The article “Trump migrant 
separation policy: Children 
‘in cages’ in Texas” said that 
children very young are being 
separated from their parents, even 
children from under the age of 
three to breastfeeding babies.” 
This is heart-rending babies are 
being taken away from their 
mothers and also being treated 
like prisoners. Trump’s policy of 
migration separation is appalling 
and degrading. 

   The article also showed 
twitter of Maryland Senator 
Chris Van Hollen and Vermont 
Congressman Peter Welch who 
voiced their anger and shocked 
reaction to the conditions they 
had seen.  Senator Chris Van 
Hollen’s Twitter post said, “just 
left the Border Patrol Processing 
Center in McAllen—aka ‘the dog 
kennel.’ Witnessed loads of kids 
massed together in large pens of 
chain-linked fences separated 
from their moms and dads. @
realDonaldTrump, change 
your shameful policy today! 
#FamiliesBelongTogether.”  The 
senator expressed his anger 
towards Trump on how children 
were treated. Congressman Peter 

Welch also said, “I just exited 
a border patrol ‘processing 
facility’ known as the ‘icebox.’ 
It is nothing short of a prison. 
saw chain-link cages full of 
unaccompanied children. They 
sat on metal benches and stared 
straight ahead silently.” Children 
are treated like prisoners and 
stripped from their parents into a 
hostile environment. 

Capitol Riot 

    As many Americans do through 
social media, the president was 
able to speak his mind both on 
personal and political matters. 
As president there are certain 
standards and certain attributes to 

uphold. The president is the most 
powerful man in the world and as 
president, he used his influence in 
order to cause violence and divide 
in his nation. Recently there was 
a riot of Trump supporters that 
vandalized and looted the Capitol. 
Many lawmakers, officials and the 
former vice president were there. 
Their lives were endangered. 
Many had to hide under their 
desks for protection. 
     The Washington Post, Star-
News and many other news 
outlets showed that the riot came 
very close to a massacre that 
occurred in the South in the 19th 
Century, called the Wilmington 
Massacre of 1898.
>>Continued on p. 11

Donald Trump leaves behind controversial legacy
By: Tolu Macgregor, class of 2023

Trump supporters riot at west end of the Capitol on Jan. 6.
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     The topic of racial injustices 
and inequality is always such a 
taboo topic that one would believe 
it rarely happens, but it plays such 
a big role in the everyday lives 
of many people especially with 
COVID-19. These divisions are 
typically caused due to something 
called “systematic racism,” which 
is essentially all of the laws, struc-
tures, standards and procedures 
that create race-based gaps and 
disadvantages to people of color 
and specifically black people.
     This is especially prominent 
in the health field, where for ex-
ample, black women are three to 
four times more likely to die from 
pregnancy complications than the 
average white women. According 
to the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention it is also part of 
the reason as to why the maternal 
mortality rate has been steadily in-
creasing over the last two decades 
making the United States the worst 
in any industrialized country. This 
all happens because sadly and irre-
sponsibly some doctors and nurses 
seem to believe that black women 
lie about how much pain they 
are in to get pain medication and 
would rather ignore their needs.
     Negative assumptions and bias 
such as these are big problems 
in the healthcare system. For ex-
ample, last year indigenous and 
black people had the highest death 

COVID-19 creates prominent problems for people of color due to racial gaps 
By: Dahiana Rodriguez, class of 
2021 

rates due to COVID-19 (refer to 
infographic 1) which are already 
two groups that have significantly 
higher mortality rates than other 
races and ethnicities in the United 
States. This problem comes from 
structural problems such as gentri-
fication and housing segregation, 
which is essentially what causes 
these minorities to live in sections 
of cities that are underfunded and 
typically more densely populated 
and agglomerated. This would 
make way for a disease such as 
Coronavirus to spread like fire. 
     The people living in these areas 
are also typically most likely to 
be renters as there are little to no 

opportunities to become home-
owners. This puts these people 
(who are predominantly black) 
living in these areas at higher risk 
of eviction because the federal 
housing aid during this pandemic 
only benefits homeowners, which 
are most likely to be white people, 
and because many of them are 
now unemployed or have had their 
hours cut short they cannot afford 
to cover rent alongside their ad-
ditional bills and expenses. These 
households will be hit the hardest 
in states like Georgia and Texas 
where there are no current policies 
are laws stopping evictions and 
where most renters are minorities.

     Additionally, black and His-
panic people suffered the highest 
unemployment surge from March 
to April which remains true even 
though black and Hispanic people 
make up a disproportionately large 
amount of essential workers. Ac-
cording to Brookings.edu, nearly 
30% of bus drivers and nearly 
20% of all food service workers, 
janitors, cashiers and stockers are 
black, but thankfully the unem-
ployment rate has significantly 
decreased since April at its peak. 
However black and Hispanic peo-
ple are still being affected the most 
(around 10 percent), having the 
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Throughout the course of the pandemic in the U.S the Indegnous 
and Black people have suffered the largest number of COVID 
related deaths, followed closely by Pacific Islanders and Latinix 
people.

>> Continued from p. 10

The Wilmington Massacre was 
during the election season which 
began in the summer and contin-
ued in the fall. There was a po-
litical campaign that inflamed the 
voters and created strife through 
the community. In the Star-News 
article it said,  “It was meant to 
accomplish a political goal, which 
was white supremacy. They ac-
complished their goal, first at the 
ballot box on Nov. 8, 1898, and 
then overflowed into murder and 
the political overthrow of the 
government on Nov. 10.” Some 
compared the Wilmington Mas-
sacre to the Capitol riot because 
they both stemmed from a group 
feeling threatened that the election 
was stolen.
     The article also said, “Not satis-
fied with the sweeping power they 
had stolen through voter intimida-
tion and suppression on Election 
Day, the white supremacists who 
led the charge on Nov. 10, 1898, 
threatened African American 
residents with violence” For over 
a hundred years there has never 
been such an event like this. Un-
like the  Wilmington Massacre, 
the Capitol riot was caused by 
the President implementing fear 
about the election. Today Trump 
is facing multiple charges and 
impeachment to disbar him from 
a second term.

BLM protests 

     Not only did he create violence 
but he insisted and caused discord. 
Last summer there was a terrible 
event that shook the world. A 
black man named George  Floyd 
had been killed by a police officer 
who had his need embedded into 
his neck. The nation was hurt and 
traumatized by this and responded 
to flood the streets and protest. 
Donald Trump as the president 
who is supposed to encourage 
unity and strive for peace in his 
nation created a greater divide.
    A CNN news article talked about 
Trump’s response to the protests. 
It said, “The President tweeted 
on Saturday that if protesters 
breached the White House’s fence, 
they would ‘have been greeted 
with the most vicious dogs, and 
most ominous weapons, I have 
ever seen.’” And he called on 
Democratic officials to “get much 
tougher” or the federal govern-
ment “will step in and do what 
has to be done, and that includes 
using the unlimited power of our 
Military and many arrests.” Trump 
responded with more violence 
and created a greater drive in the 
nation. His words did not create 
comfort, understanding or unity in 
the nation as we went through this 
hard time. He did not care about 

the state of the nation or about 
bringing peace.

Covid-19

     He had a poor way of handling 
and responding to the global pan-
demic. He lied about the severity 
of the pandemic. He also as the 
president did not follow simple 
health precautions such as wear-
ing a mask. Due to this,he and the 
former first lady contracted Covid.   
      Donald Trump as the president 
of the United States was shocking 
and appalling to many. His behav-
ior did not reflect that of a leader 
of the world. Trump’s legacy will 
forever have an impact on America 
and will be spoken about for years 
to come.

The pandemic has caused a surge in unemployment, most notice-
ably in between the months of March and April, causing an alarm-
ingly high number of Black and Hispanic workers to lose their 
jobs despite the fact that they make up a large portion of essential 
workers.

highest rates, while white people 
continue to have the least (around 
5 percent). (see infographic 2)
     It is important for us as the next 
generation to make our voices 
heard for change, whether that be 
through sharing a post on social 
media to spread awareness or mak-
ing sure to have big voter turnouts 
at elections. Doing small actions 
like these will spread education on 
these topics and incite a movement 
for change in our government.

Donald Trump leaves behind 
controversial legacy

illustration by Mary Mason
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     There are a lot of things that 
college students miss out on in 
highschool that they wish they 
could go back and give their senior 
years a do-over. Alex Brown, class 
of 2015, gives advice to seniors 
to give them a chance to take all 
the opportunities they can with 
budgeting, scholarships, and more.

Q: What do you wish you did 
in highschool that would have 
helped you in college?
A: I wish that I would have taken 
school more seriously and tried to 
get really good grades. Because if 
you have a 3.0 core GPA, you can 
get the HOPE scholarship which 
pays for most of your tuition.

Q: How is social life different in 
college?
A: It depends on the person you 
are but there are some on campus 
events that you can socialize at and 
especially if you are on campus 
there are a lot of opportunities to 
socialize like fraternity/sorority 
events, game nights, and formal 
events as well but it all depends 
on the person.

Q: Was budgeting a big part of 
college life? Why?
A: Yes because, this is the first 
time being on your own so you 
have to learn how to put money 
aside for important things like gro-

ceries, gas, etc. and before that you 
have to make sure you have your 
college necessities paid for before 
you try to spend leisure money.

Q: Do you have any advice on 
how to get cheaper books?
A: Yes you can rent them off 
Amazon instead of using the col-
lege bookstore or if there’s a local 
book store try to get them there 
for a cheaper price then the school 
bookstore. 

Q: What are some tips and ad-
vice you have on dorm life?
A: Whenever you first move in, if 
you don’t know your roommates 
beforehand, the first week or so 
you need to have a roommate 
meeting to set rules and bound-
aries because if you do not then 
boundaries will be crossed and 
problems will start to surface. For 
example, when I was in the dorm 
with Dan (my best friend), we told 
our roommates that we didn’t care 
if they used our dishes, just make 
sure to wash them afterwards.

Q:  What are some cheap college 
meal tips?
A: Ramen noodles are a go to, 
Totino’s party pizzas, and meal 
prepping like buying all your 
groceries at the beginning of the 
week is also a cheap way. If you 
are able to get a meal plan with the 

‘Things I wish I knew in high school’: Interview with 
alumnus Alex Brown
By: Bria Brown class of 2022

school that’s also an option, but it 
is a little more expensive.

Q: Is it better to live on campus 
or off campus? Why?
A: On campus because you do not 
have to commute as much and if 
your campus is bigger there is a 
bus that can come directly to your 
dorm and take you to your classes. 
But, if you move off campus you 
have to buy a parking pass and it 
takes longer to get to your classes.

Q: What are some important 
scholarships seniors should ap-
ply for? Why?
A: The HOPE scholarship because 
it covers like 85-90% of your 
tuition and the Pell Grant scholar-
ship because it is free money if 
you qualify.  You don’t have to 
pay back grants at any time and 
if you have left over money from 
that you get to keep it and use it 
for personal things. 

Q: What are some of your best 
decisions you made pertaining 
to college? Why?
A: Changing my major from 
something that would make more 
money to something that I am pas-
sionate about because it is better if 
you go to work because you love 
it than going to work just for the 
money.

Q: What advice would you give 
to your high school self?
A: Do not be a slacker and get ev-
erything done in advance because 
it is a little different in college. 
Your teachers think that their class 
is the only class you are taking, 
so before you know it you have 3 

Alex Brown poses for a picture in the student center at KSU.
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     In today’s modern world 
advertisements are everywhere. 
Social networking sites and games 
are even made into platforms for 
even more advertisements to be 
shown. When someone heads to 
watch a movie in a theater, first 
they are shown thirty minutes of 
ads. On the television, every show 
is interrupted by advertisements 
throughout its streaming.
     Most people do not like ads. 
However for a child viewing an 
ad, it is different. Children do not 
know that the point of an ad is to 
get you to purchase something.  It 
is important for people to know 
if things are a sponsorship under 
the law.
     According to OSF Healthcare, 
the average child from ages 6 to 10 
spend 6 hours of their day behind 
a screen. How many of these six 
hours are dedicated to watching 
ad after ad? Apa.org states ad-
vertisements for non-nutritious 
foods have led to increased rates 
of childhood obesity. In addition, 
seeing ads that promote consump-
tion of alcohol and cigarettes have 
also led to more children seeing 
these two dangerous habits in a 
positive light.
     It is easy to see based on these 
conclusions that children are gull-
ible, naive and impressionable: 
impressionable little people that 
corporations like YouTube con-
stantly make a living from.

     For example, there has been a 
recent addition to YouTube titled, 
YoutubeKids. It is an age restricted 
app where kids can watch safe and 
kid friendly content. However, is 
all the content kid safe if YouTube 
has decided to keep advertise-
ments? It could be that the adver-
tisements are filtered to only show 
positive things that would benefit 
children and their parents alike. 
However that is not the case. 
     According to YouTube, “For 
example, a search for trains could 
result in train cartoons, songs and 
videos of real trains, as well as 
a TV commercial for toy trains 
uploaded by a user or a toy train 
company, none of which we con-
sider as Paid Ads, as they are not 
part of the YouTube Kids advertis-
ing program. Likewise, a search 
for chocolate can show a user-up-
loaded video on making chocolate 
fudge even though we do not allow 
paid Ads for chocolatiers.”
     This can be summed up simply 
in an example. For example, there 
is an 8 year old boy who frequently 
spends his time on YouTubeKids 
unsupervised. He has an older sis-
ter who is very into vape art. They 
both use the same computer, so 
when it is her turn on the internet, 
she spends it watching videos for 
vaping and researching how to do 
different tricks and the new flavors 
to her heart’s content. 
     When her younger brother turns 

on the device again, he fires up 
YouTubeKids to watch his favor-
ite LEGO video.  When it pauses 
for an advertisement, due to his 
sister’s search to do with vaping, 
he gets an ad for a vape shop. The 
next ad is also from a vape friendly 
YouTuber looking to expand their 
horizons. 
     It is that easy for an advertise-
ment to display something harm-
ful to a young audience simply 
because of the algorithm YouTube 
works on. Due to these qualities, 
advertisements can be a slippery 
road to walk when it comes to the 
way it affects the youth.
     However, not all advertise-
ments promote bad behaviors. 
There are many advertisements 
that tell how vaping is bad for 
you. Teensmokefree.gov is a 
site that promotes many ads on 
Spotify where younger and older 
teens alike go to enjoy music. 
Their advertisements are short and 
simple as they tell you about how 
vaping can harm your lungs and 
how nicotine is extremely addic-
tive. Some of their ads have songs 
that go along with them that could 
randomly pop into your head.
     In addition, on the biggest 
children’s network, Disney, all of 
their advertisements promote other 
kid friendly shows that they stream 
along with healthy food choices 
and ways to get active. Disney 
also promotes being yourself and 

being creative.
     Therefore, for an advertisement 
to have the best effect on children 
the adults showing advertise-
ments to children need to only 
show positive things. If a person 
is on YouTube making LEGO 
and Minecraft videos, they should 
advertise things of that age demo-
graphic that also comes alone with 
these interests.
     YouTube shows its content cre-
ators the amount of demographics 
that view their videos. It would not 

Media’s advertisements affects youth negatively
By: Miah Smith, class of 2024

make sense for a woman who gives 
feminine advice on her channel 
to make a profit off of promot-
ing an anti-feminist website, so 
why should not the same go for 
streamers who know their main 
audience is boys under the age of 
14 promoting vaping products or 
credit apps? 
     If promotion of unhealthy foods 
increases childhood obesity, surely 
promotion of nutritious food 
would increase healthy children.

A little girl is unconsciously affected by the ads she watches on her 
parents’ laptop.

photo courtesy of TIME

projects, 2 homework assignments 
and an exam all in the same day. 
Also work on school every day 
and do not procrastinate because 
it will get overwhelming. Last 
but not least, have fun and do not 
stress yourself out and when you 
can, take a day to de-stress. 
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During this wrestling match John Carlos Vela does a powerhalf. Zain Nash pins his opponent.

Semaj Best uses the stray jacket move. John Carlos Vela does a powerhalf.

Semaj Best performs crosswrest. Gio Ganther does a sprawl.

Corey Petrella uses powerhalf on opponent. Matthew Bussel pins opponent. 

JV wins  dual  meet  against  John’s 
Creek,  North  Gwinnett  
By: Abbey O’Neill, class of 2022
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     The start of the NBA is normally 
Oct. 16, but due to Covid it was 
delayed all the way to Dec. 22, 
and the regular 82 game season 
has been reduced to 72 games. 
According to one of the most reli-
able sources for NBA news, ESPN, 
“The league’s 71-day offseason 
from its NBA Finals conclusion 
in mid-October to its resumption 
on Dec. 22 would mark the short-
est offseason in the history of the 
NBA.” 
     This can be very concerning 
especially for teams that made it 
far in the playoffs because the extra 
month of play could contribute to 
fatigue.  Despite all of the safety 
precautions, fans will still not be 
allowed to watch the players play 
in person. Even though the NBA 
takes all of these safety precau-
tions, some games are still getting 
postponed due to Covid. One game 
that got postponed was a game 
where the Phoenix Suns were 
supposed to take on the Atlanta 
Hawks, but the game had to be 
postponed because of Covid.
     Although there are no fans, the 
NBA still has upsets and very good 

games. One game that comes to 
mind was when title contenders 
the Los Angeles Clippers took 
on an upcoming young team the 
Dallas Mavericks. The Clippers 
were heavily favored in this game 
but an amazing performance by 
Luka Doncic where he dropped 
24 points, 8 assists and 9 rebounds 
gave the Mavericks the win 124-
73. The Clippers got blown out by 
50 points!
     Despite all the good games and 
how this season is different com-
pared to any other NBA season, the 
players are very motivated to keep 
playing despite all the setbacks. 
According to the NewYorkTimes 
in their article “The True Cost Of 
Life in the N.B.A. Bubble” Lebron 
James said, “I’ve had numerous 
nights and days of thinking about 
leaving the bubble. I think every-
one has, including you guys (the 
press).” 
     This just shows how players are 
motivated to get through the fin-
ish line because life in the bubble 
is not easy. Players and coaches 
could not leave their hotel other 
than practice or games. They were 

NBA is back in business
By:Amar Husic, class of 2024
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Lebron James is the face of the NBA. His windmill dunking motion is jaw dropping to watch.

in the bubble for three months and 
pushed through that and had the 
shortest off-season in the history of 
the game. Even though the NBA is 
not how we usually expect it, this 

season could be one of the best 
seasons yet and is worth watching.

Watch the NBA 
All-Star game on 
Sunday, March 7.

Valentine’s Day Word Search Mary Mason’s version of ‘Among Us’


